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Club Services & Membership   Roger Williams
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Fellowship     Alan Phelps
International/Foundation   Chris Abbott  
Community/Vocational    Peter Howard/Glyn Parry
Youth Activities     Mike Cooper
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Attendance     Andrew Willson
Auditors     Brian Walsh and Iain Baker
Membership and Banners  Eddy Rowland
Club Records     Graham Boxall
Almoner    Maurice Powell
Speaker Finder     Colin Straker
Health&Safety/Child Protection   Jackie Le Vey, Richard Threlfall
Webmaster     Vernon Benjafield

District Officers:
International    Paul Manning

District Councillors:   Vernon Benjafield & George Wallace
    Roger Williams, Vic Knowles (alternate)

Inner Wheel of Amwell: President Janet Williams / Val Pepper
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Editorial

Well, the Duck Race is over, and Iʼm pleased to report that we raised £3357 from 
ticket sales, which exceeded last yearʼs total.  On behalf of the organisers, Iʼd like 
to thank all those Club members who gave their time to help, whether selling 
tickets or on the day itself.  It was a great communal effort, of which we can be 
proud.  After subtracting prize money, printing costs, etc - we have £2779 to add 
to our Charity Fund.

When you read this, we will have taken part in our annual Lend-a-Hand day which 
hopefully helped local people with jobs they would find difficult or impossible to do 
themselves.

The gruelling Tour de France, which has just finished, has obviously inspired 
members of Amwell Rotary, because the “Amwell Wheelers” have just set off to 
cycle from Chartres to Fontainebleu, and on Sunday 8th August, our very own 
Tour dʼAmwell  takes place to raise money for the Isabel Hospice.  We are all 
hoping the weather is as nice as it was last year.

The next issue of the Amwell Spring will be published on Bank Holiday Monday 
30th August (and distributed on 6th September) so all contributions must reach 
me by Wednesday 26th please.

fffffffffffff

From President George (Wallace, not Washington, that is)

The Duck Race took place on Sunday 18th July and was a 
great success.  We were blessed with a warm sunny 
afternoon and a substantial audience for the Race.  Thank 
you to Graham Klinkert, Paul Manning, Trevor Williams 
and all who gave of their time and effort to make it all 
happen.  I know that it all seems very difficult selling in 
Ware High Street on 
a weekday morning, 
but the generosity of 
the public especially 
at the Ware Carnival  
or at Van Hage’s or 

Tesco’s, or on the day of the race itself, 
gives us the incentive to continue what is 
one of our best fund-raising activities.  Our 
grateful thanks are due to the Barracudas 
who have helped us with the launch and 
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collection of the ducks for many years, but who are now disbanding their 
organisation.  Hoddesdon Diving Club has offered to take over their duties from 
next year.
 
My thanks are due to Immediate Past President Vernon for his help and guidance 
as well as for the new book of Graces he has presented to the club.  The speed 
with which our website is updated amazes me, and makes it a very good source 
of information to everyone on what the club has done and plans for the future.  
Thanks again, Vernon.
 
George Wallace

 rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

DISTRICT CONFERENCE 2011 – JUNE 18th/19th

District Conference 2011 will 
be a little different from 
previous ones as the 
organisers are determined to 
give it a more social flavour 
and have picked a new 
venue, Scarborough.   The 
District Induction Dinner will 
also be incorporated for the 
first time.

Naturally our President, 
Secretary etc. will be 
attending but, having asked 
around the Club members in 
the last few weeks, it seems that there is a lot of interest generally.  Denise and I 
will go and so far at least six other members, with their wives have indicated that 
they would like to come.  This is excellent news as a group of Amwell Rotarians 
on a jaunt is great fun, as anyone who has been on a recent President’s weekend 
can testify.

I have made a few enquiries and it appears that Amwell are not the only Club who 
plan to send a contingent; in fact the Conference Hotel is already totally reserved.  
Liaising with Ware Club, we have jointly held 25 rooms in another convenient 
hotel, the Ambassador, as accommodation is filling fast.  This hotel is right in the 
middle of the Esplanade and at around 600 metres, just over five minutes walk 
from the Conference.
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Costs will be in the region of £265 per head for a standard room up to £295 for a 
de luxe room, including Conference registration fee and the above mentioned 
dinner on the Saturday evening.  This is for three nights on a B&B basis, on the 
assumption that most people will drive up on Friday 17th and home again on 20th.

I will be sending round a sheet at Club meetings during the next few weeks so 
that members can indicate their thoughts.  I suggest that early decisions are 
made, as the hotel will not hold the rooms indefinitely.

I hope that a lot more people will join us in Scarborough to make it another 
splendid Amwell venture.  Together with the Ware Club we are almost guaranteed 
a most enjoyable few days.

Roger (Williams)

yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

Hi Mom, It`s Hell Here, Hell

started an early letter home so many years ago from squaddie Ray Hankin, later 
Senior Aircraftsman and much later reporter, raconteur and P.R. guru. Learning to 
stand to attention, salute and pick up his £1 a week pay for at least eighteen 
months as a National Serviceman was a full time job post World War Two, 
conscription having been extended for 18 year old men and not to end until 1960. 
Sometimes even longer thanks to the Korean War, Malaya, Cyprus and the Mau 
Mau.

Two million men, only a quarter in the R.A.F and often lured by a possible 
commission, or pilot training; Ray himself went the Cardington route thanks to 
early interest as a sixteen year old in the Royal Observer Corps.This was the time 
of Castro, “Living Doll” and the first Minis- and minis- and well before Alvin 
Stardust became Gary Glitter. Verbal assaults from bloody minded ex- National 
Service NCOs, drill inspections ad nauseam were the norm, relieved only by 
sleep disguised as lectures on VD and punctuated by five mile runs, night 
guardroom duty, usually the graveyard shift from 2 a.m to 4 a.m and then kit 
inspection.

Surprisingly few of Ray`s listeners had participated in National Service, unless 
they were just turning a blind ear to his question.  Unless so many distinguished 
thinkers were having distinguished thoughts as a thoughtful way of thinking great 
thoughts. Too young?  Never.  Fainting at passing out parades?  Possibly.  Ray 
himself enjoyed live firearms practice, and especially those illegal flights in 
Blenheims at 13000 feet at ten o`clock every Thursday just to listen uninterrupted 
to the Goon Show. 

Page 5



Ray found it a worthwhile experience then, and helpful in maturing character. He 
freely acknowledged that such benefits for today`s youngsters of similar age 
would be totally unacceptable to the vast majority of them.       

Maurice

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

Youth Activities

Technology Tournament
The annual technology tournament was held at Broxbourne Civic Hall on 22nd 
June. This year’s challenge was to build a flashing illuminated sign.
Once again the judges found it difficult to separate the teams, but after testing the 
devices the winning teams were,
Basic Challenge--Chauncy School ,Ware.
Intermediate------John Warner, Hoddesdon.
Advanced--------- John Warner, Hoddesdon
Due to some very generous sponsorship this event was run at a nil cost.
 
5th Ware Scout Group
On Sunday 11th July I attended the 5th Ware Summer Party where we 
were, entertained by the Beavers participating in various activities. The event was 
well supported by the parents who as well as providing leaders have also formed 
a management committee. To date they have 17 Beavers and in September will 
take in another 7 from the waiting list.  Early in 2011 they hope to start a Cub 
Pack with the help of a couple of parents as leaders.  All current and potential 
leaders will undertake the required training.
The formation of this group would not have been possible without the help of 
Martin Vaughan, Ware & District Development Officer, and his wife, and on behalf 
of Amwell Rotary Club I have pledged our support as and when funds are 
required and are available.
 
Lucy Charles
Lucy continues in her pursuit of a place in the 2012 Olympic Squad, and recently 
took part in two open water events, firstly in the Great East Swim in Ipswich were 
she was the fastest non elite woman swimmer that had taken part, then she 
swam in the National Youth Open Water competition held in the Royal Victoria 
Dock, completing the mile in 21.23 minutes, the fastest non elite lady.
Mike Cooper

Why do people order double cheeseburgers, large fries, and a diet coke?
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Community and Vocational Committee

Since our last Amwell Spring we have had two events organised by the 
Community and Vocational Committee, namely the Annual Kids Out Day and 
Lend-a-Hand.  These are two occasions in the year when we as Rotarians can do 
something practical in support of our local community and I was pleased with the 
participation from the Club.  Particularly with respect to our delayed Lend-a-Hand 
Day which followed immediately on from the Duck Race.  I shall certain 
endeavour to ensure that we don't repeat that scheduling next year
 
Both these events were very successful and I hope you all saw the 'Big Thank 
You' we received from the pupils of Middleton School. The interesting thing about 
such events is that the satisfaction is not one sided.  So a big thank you to you all 
from our committee.
 
Looking to the future we have nothing scheduled until October when we have 
agreed to assist with a collection at the Tesco Store in Cheshunt in support of the 
Macmillan Nurses Charity.  I am sure many of you will rally round and help out 
there.
 
Finally, on a personal note can I thank those of you who helped me out with the 
stewarding duties at this year’s District Conference.

Glyn Parry

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttt

RI President Ray Klinginsmith

Ray Klinginsmith is an attorney in Kirksville, 
Missouri, USA, who now works primarily in the 
areas of commercial and corporate law, real 
estate, and estate planning.  He retired in August 
of 1995 as General Counsel and Professor of 
Business Administration for Truman State 
University (formerly Northeast Missouri State 
University) in Kirksville after 22 years of service.  
During his tenure at the University, he also 
served as Dean of Administration for a period of 
five years during the University’s transition to a 
liberal arts and sciences institution.  Since his 

retirement from the University, he served a four-year term as a county 
commissioner for Adair County from 2001 thru 2004.
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Ray has served as a director of the Macon Atlanta State Bank in Macon, Missouri, 
since 1971, and he was one of the initial trustees for the Missouri Family Trust, 
which was created by the Missouri legislature in 1989.  He has been the president 
of Chariton Valley Association for Handicapped Citizens since its organization in 
1982, and he was accorded the 1988 Parent/Caretaker Award by the Missouri 
Planning Council for Developmental Disabilities.  He is a former member of the 
Executive Board for the Great Rivers Council of the Boy Scouts of America and 
the holder of its Silver Beaver Award for adult volunteers.  He is a member of the 
First United Methodist Church in Kirksville and a former lay speaker for the 
church. 

A Rotarian since 1961, Klinginsmith has served Rotary as district governor,  chair 
of the 1998 Council on Legislation in New Delhi and the 2008 Los Angeles 
Convention Committee. He was a member of the RI Board of Directors for 
1985-87 and chaired its executive committee in 1986-87. Klinginsmith joined The 
Rotary Foundation Trustees in 2002, serving as vice chair in 2005-06, and was a 
member of the Future Vision Committee from 2005 to 2008. Klinginsmith, a Major 
Donor, is a recipient of the Foundation’s Citation for Meritorious Service and 
Distinguished Service Award.

Ray’s wife, Judie, is a former elementary school teacher in Macon and Kirksville 
and a former consultant for the Child Development Assistant program at the 
Kirksville Area Vocational Center.  Ray and Judie have two children, Leigh and 
Kurt, and three grandchildren, Morgan, Grant, and Sydney Perkins.

yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

Jim Moulson  RIBI President 2010/11

Jim and his family have had their home in 
Paisley, Scotland’s largest town, since 1972. 
The elder of his two daughters is married and 
he has two grandchildren – Lewis and Rebecca 
who are 12 years and 7 years old respectively.
Jim was a policeman from 1967 until he retired 
from the superintending ranks of Strathclyde 
Police in September, 2000, to commit himself 
to his responsibilities as District Governor in 
2001 ‐ 2002.

Apart from his family, Rotary has been Jim’s 
consuming interest since he became a member 
of the Rotary Club of Paisley Callants in 1984. He had the privilege and most 
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enjoyable pleasure of being president in 1994/95, joined the district team as club 
service chairman in 1996, and was elected as an assistant governor in 1998.

Jim has served R.I.B.I. as a member of its Executive, Triennial Review, and four 
Conference Committees; Chairman of the Communications Committee; Chief and 
Assistant Chief Sergeant at Arms, an Assembly Training Leader and Institute 
Moderator. Jim has also served R.I. as a committee member and as an 
International Training Leader.

Jim passionately believes that fellowship and fun are the twin pillars that provide 
the strong foundation upon which the commitment to rotary service is built. 
Continuing this belief throughout Rotary is vital. Succession planning and 
continuity will enable the organisation to achieve this goal.

When younger, he participated in the sports of field athletics, rugby and rowing to 
club, international and county level respectively. He still has a keen interest in 
these sports, but, sadly, only as a spectator. His main sporting interest nowadays 
is lawn bowls, especially its development and promotion with youth. He has 
served the administrative bodies at club, county and national levels and is 
currently in his twelfth year as a councillor on the national association. He plays 
the game infrequently, non‐competitively and simply for recreation.

Jim also serves as chairman of his local YMCA and is Vice Chairman of the 
National Council in Scotland and sits on the Executive and Resources 
Committees; he is a past deacon of the Principal Trade Incorporation in Paisley, 
sits on the management committee of another charitable organisation and is an 
elder of the Church of Scotland.

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt

The Truthful woman

One  day, when a seamstress was sewing while sitting  close to a river, her 
thimble fell into the  river. When she cried out, the Lord appeared and  
asked, 'My dear child, why are you crying?' The  seamstress replied that her 
thimble had fallen  into the water and that she needed it to help  her 
husband in making a living for their family.  The  Lord dipped His hand into 
the water and pulled  up a golden thimble set with sapphires...     
   
  'Is  this your thimble?' the Lord asked.  The  seamstress replied, 'No.'     
The  Lord again dipped into the river. He held out a  golden thimble studded 
with rubies.    
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'Is  this your thimble?' the Lord asked. Again, the  seamstress replied, 'No.'  
 
The  Lord reached down again and came up with a  leather thimble .    
 'Is  this your thimble ?' the Lord asked. The  seamstress replied, 'Yes.' The 
Lord was pleased  with the woman's honesty and gave her all three  thimbles 
to keep, and the seamstress went home  happy.  

Some  years later, the seamstress was walking with her  husband along the 
riverbank, and her husband  fell into the river and disappeared under the  
water. When she cried out, the Lord again  appeared and asked her, 'Why are 
you crying?'    
'Oh  Lord, my husband has fallen into the river!'    
The  Lord went down into the water and came up with  George Clooney. 
 
 'Is  this your husband?' the Lord asked..    
 'Yes,'  cried the seamstress.  
  The  Lord was furious. 'You lied! That is an  untruth!'  
  The  seamstress replied, 'Oh, forgive me, my Lord. It  is a 
misunderstanding.  You  see, if I had said 'no' to George Clooney, you  would 
have come up with Brad Pitt.  Then  if I said 'no' to him, you would have come 
up  with my husband. Had I then said 'yes,' you  would have given me all 
three. Lord, I'm not in  the best of health and would not be able to take  
care of all three husbands, so THAT'S why I said  'yes' to George Clooney.   
And  so the Lord let her keep him.  

The moral of this  story is:  Whenever  a woman lies, it's for a good and 
honorable  reason, and in the best interest of others.  That's our story, and 
we're sticking to it.    
   Signed,    All  Us Women  
  

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

Letters To The Editor

       Dear Sir
                   As some of Vernon`s very own groupies, we are very sad to see the 
end of his special year and would like to thank him for thanking us. Having been 
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born a baby, grown up to be a young boy we appreciate that some years later he 
is now a youth
                         MISS U LOTTS,MISS N YO, AL READY

      Dear Sir,
                   We international Rotarians were lucky enough to visit your Club on 
the same evening as the National President whose speech included numerous 
references to our American founder (whose name I forget) deservedly received a 
ten second ovation including the interval.  Our second visit coincided with the 
changeover to your new foreign President, Dougal Entendre from, we 
understand, Rorybremner, Scotland.  We look forward to anticipating his weekend 
away, to culminate no doubt in the traditional Kilt and Sporran Karaoke Cockle 
Warmer Reel
                           TARZAN STRIPES, ALESSANDRO CAPONE, MIA CULPA, 
OSRAM BINLINER, JUAN ZAPONA THYME

       Dear Sir
                   So nice to welcome back our Almoner after his recent ill health - a 
nasty experience, Irritable Powell Syndrome.
                          ANNA REXIA, DERMOT OLOGIST, MEL AND COLLIE

        Dear Sir
                     I found it, to say the least, somewhat distressing to note the 
omission of the name of my beloved wife Valerie as Joint President of Inner 
Wheel this year
                           ZOLTAN PEPPER
        Dear Sir,
                     Regarding the above note, may I ask if this was a case of editorial 
incompetence or sheer forgetfulness?
                              AL ZHEIMER

         Dear Sir
                     Your recent Magazine article compared achievements and attitudes 
between State and private education. Our grandchildren ask us to point out that 
there was no mention of pix vids, music chips or biggin` up wot`s cool
                               BEN E DICTION, VAL E DICTION.  

***   DONT FORGET   ***
Order your printer cartridges, and boost our charity funds 

contact: Mike F  by e-mail every month via
cartridges@amwellrotary.org.uk
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Amwell Rotary Club  Club Diary 2010-11
 (Club meetings in bold) 

August
2nd Jim Lewis - Ally Pally on the Hill Gwyn Marson

Sun 8th Tour dʼAmwell cycle ride (Gwyn Marson)

9th Committees (Club Barbecue) Alan Maxwell

16th (Council 6.30pm)    John Parker - DebRA Glyn Parry

23rd Business meeting Gerald Pepper

25th Amwell Rotary/Inner Wheel Golf Day (Mike 
Carter)

30th Bank Holiday

Septembe
r6th Speaker TBA Alan Phelps

7-9th Bowls tour to Bournemouth

13th David Kenyon - BSA 1815-1982 Tony Phillips

15th Rotary District Bowls tournament

20th 30th Charter anniversary - Speaker TBA Terry Potts

27th Oonagh Kennedy - Luton Hoo Gardens Maurice Powell

29th Amwell Bowls competition at Hartham

October
1st/2nd Focus on crocus planting (five clubs)

4th Francis Johnson - Sight Savers (DG visit) Deryck Rhodes

11th Committees Eddie Rowland

18th (Council 6.30pm) Speaker TBA Ron Shuttleworth

25th Business meeting Colin Straker

Future dates
Sat 6th Nov Ware Fireworks Display

Thurs 16th 
Dec

Haileybury Carol Service

18/19th June 2011 District Conference, Scarborough
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