Forthcoming Events

8th May
Arrival of GSE Team
from Chennai

8th May
Buckingham Rotary Club
fimmanuels Groundi

9th May

Welwyn Garden City
And Hatfield Clubs
Sponsored Walk

13th May

District Assembly
University of
Bedfordshire, Luton

19th June
Watford & The Langleys
Kings Langley Carnival

26th June
Wendover & District
1st Anniversary Ball
Pendley Manor

Tring

1st July

District Induction Dinner
Chiltern Hotel

Luton

28th July

Harpenden Village RC
Classics on the Common
Harpenden Common

Further details of
these events can be
found on the diary
pages of the

District Website.

www.rotary1260.org.uk

District 1260
Governoris Newsletter

April is Magazine month and |
would like to take this opportu-
nity to Thank those clubs who
have sent me their Bulletins and
News Letters to read during the
year. | have found them all very
different, with a variety of infor-
mation, amusing, and entertain-
ing, very much more so than
some of my bedtime reading
from R.I!! A very good read is
the article on the web site about
the Hope OutReach U.K project
which is supported by the Mil-

ton Keynes Club.

This month has been the month
of trees for David and me. It
was great to join members from
the St Albans Clubs, Berkham-
sted Bulborne, family and friends
to plant 50 trees in Heartwood
Forest under the expert guid-
ance of the Woodland Trust.
0Wiggle the spaded, oheel it ind
oOgive the tree a named, dmake a
wish and it will grows, all new to
me but great fun.

On the occasion of Paul Harrisis
birthday five American EIms
donated by the Bletchley, Milton
Keynes, Wolverton and Stony
Stratford clubs were planted in
Manor Park Great Linford in a
circle to replicate the Rotary
Wheel. Finally a day in Wolver-
ton and Stony Stratford who
celebrated their 50" year by
planting fruit tress in Wyvern
School allotment and donating a
bench, another bench in the
Community Garden in Wolver-
ton and a third bench in Stony
Stratford High Street. All clearly
showing they were donated by
the Rotary Club and complete
with a Rotary Wheel as part of
the design. A truly memorable

day.

District Governor Sandy Aked -
Walker 8Wiggling the Spadei

The RIBI Conference took place
in  Bournemouth and was a
"Magical Experienced. Perhaps
not quite as magical as some
may have liked with the vanish-

ing of the Business meeting!

However, if | am honest it was
not too long, and the main
Resolution for A2.75 from every
member for another P.R Mem-
ber Recruitment Campaign was
passed with a very high majority.
The next stage is for Districts to
bid for money from this for a
recruitment campaign in their
area. So thinking caps on as
ideas and proposals urgently
needed from your zones as the
applications have to be in by 28"

May.

88 speaker and was obviously

THE FUTURE OF ROTARY
1S IN YOUR HANDS
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D.G. Sandy writese..

The Conference was however
not without its problems
caused by the volcano in Ice-
land. Virtually no one from
Ireland was able to get there
unless they had been lucky and
hopped on a ferry with some-
one else who was travelling

that way.

Those Rotarians flying down
from Scotland were also se-
verely affected and many not
able to make it. Perhaps the
most significant Rotarian was
R.I President John Kenny and
June who should have flown
down from Edinburgh on
Thursday and ended up being
driven down through the night
to arrive at 8.00am Friday
morning. He was an excellent

very proud that RIBI had been
so successful in launching Ro-

tary Day and Thanks for Life.

After the Conference he was
due to fly back to Evanston on
Sunday morning and although
there were no flights John and
June felt it best to be at Heath-
row for when they re started.
As they had rather a lot of
luggage 0 too much for the car
that was due to take them-
David and | had an early morn-
ing drive to Heathrow and a
unique opportunity to spend
time with John and June and
have an insight into the role of
the R.I President, they truly are

a remarkable couple.

Continued on page 2.......
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HOPE OUTREACH UK
SRI-LANKA AND SOUTHERN INDIA
By Rotarian Sam Muthuveloe

Luton North celebrated
their 40" Charter and not
only was it a great evening
of fellowship but we were
entertained by Pasque
Harmony who | would

recommend to anyone.

This is also the time of
year when all the Youth
Activities are in their final
stages. Whilst not best
pleased to have the Re-
gional Final of Young Mu-
sician organised on my
birthday | have to say it
was one of the nicest
birthdays | have spent and

quite unique.

| was privileged to have
Happy Birthday sung to
me by 4 young ladies with
stunning voices, and was
presented with a birthday
cake, but my best present
was for our own Hannah,
from Luton, whose voice
sent goose bumps down
my spine, win the vocal
section to go through to

the National Final. _
The passion and emotion

these youngsters sang or
played their instruments
with was just stunning.
The final takes place on
the 29" May at Brent-
wood Cathedral so please
if you are free that eve-
ning do go and be amazed
by the standard of the

performances.

We are now less than 3
weeks away from our
District Conference in
Bath and | look forward
to seeing many of you

there.

The programme is on the
web-site so take a look
and remember it is not
too late to book and
there are still places for
the Black Tie Dinner in
the Assembly Rooms &
would hate you to miss a
week-end of fun and fel-

lowship.

Meeting the needs, re-
sponding to the situations
and making a difference
has been the unwritten
motto of Hope Outreach

UK.

Since 1985, through sev-
eral meaningful and practi-
cal projects, this volun-
teer Milton Keynes based
organisation has been
carrying out a series of
welfare projects, working
amongst the poor, disad-
vantaged and marginalised
people of Sri-Lanka and

Southern India.

The aims have been to
alleviate poverty, improve
health and education and
to reconcile fractured
communities. The mis-
sion has been non-
discriminatory,  working

across the religious, eth-
nic and social divide, re-
sponding to the needs of
the people. All the pro-
jects are locally owned
and locally managed hence
remaining sensitive and
relevant to the local com-

munities.

Hope Outreach UK is run
entirely by volunteers
without any employed
staff or overheads and
hence the funds raised go
directly to the people in

need on the ground.

The complete article
can be downloaded
from the International
Documents section of

the District Website:

www.rotary1260.0org.uk

Every September, the
Rotary clubs of Milton
Keynes Grand Union and
Bedford Park (District
1070), together with um-
brella charity Extra Mile
Challenges organise a
massive fund-raising Con-
tinental Cycle Challenge
and raises over A100,000

for over 40 charities.

There is an entry limit of
just 45 teams but the or-
ganising clubs would really
welcome entries from
other Rotary clubs seek-
ing to raise funds for your
Presidentis charity and
wanting fun, camaraderie

and a challenge.

Before you dismiss the
idea as far too difficult,

Continental Cycle Challenge

take note that every year
many ordinary men and
women with slightly ex-
traordinary endeavour
master the challenge. So
what is the 2010 chal-

lenge?

From 24-26 September,
teams of four will ride the
500-mile route in relay
from Namur in the Bel-
gian Ardennes to Offen-
burg in the Black Forest
via the wine-growing Al-
sace region of France.

The fully arrowed route
on quiet side roads is up
to 180 miles a day - that is
about 45 miles per per-
son, typically split into 4
or 5 manageable bites.

Fred and Rob

The entry fee at just A299
per person is outstanding
value and covers channel
crossing, 4 nights B&B in
Novotel or equivalent
hotels and 3 nights dinner
including a celebratory

last night gala function.

Two-thirds of funds raised
by your team go to your
choice of charity, whilst
the remainder goes to the

MKGU Loire Team 2009 Ray, Alan,

organiseris chari-
ties.

i Entries are al-

more information
(including useful
FAQs and on-line
entry system) is
available at
www.extra-mile.org.uk

| p—

If you would like any fur-
ther information or some-
one to talk to your club
about how you could do
it, email
prestonayres@rallychamp
ion.fsnet.co.uk




Volume 1 Issue 10 Page 3

Rotary Glade Planted in Heartwood Forest

On the bright spring Sun-
day morning of 11* April,
a dozen or so intrepid
Rotarians with attendant
children ventured onto
the fields that will become
the Heartwood Forest

District Governor Sandy Aked-Walker ably assisted by Presi-
dents and representatives of Clubs that had contributed to

the glade fund, tree planting in the Heartwood Forest

near St.Albans to plant
the first Rowan saplings of
150 that will, over the
next twelve years, mature

into the Rotary Glade.

Led by Rotary District

I 1260 Governor, Sandy

Aked-Walker, who was
ably assisted by the Presi-
dents and representatives
of the other Clubs who
had generously contrib-
uted to the Glade fund,
the first 50 saplings were
put to earth in short or-

der.

The Heartwood Forest is
a major project organised

4 by the Woodland Trust

to plant 600,000 trees
over 850 acres, cultivating
wildflower meadows and
laying miles of footpaths
and bridleways to create
the largest new native
forest in England, one that
will give pleasure for cen-
turies to come to the
millions of people within

easy reach of its borders.

Started by Past President
of St.Albans David Jones
to celebrate his Presiden-
tial Year, the Rotary
Glade Fund gained sup-
port from several Rotary
Clubs, namely St.Albans,
St.Albans Verulamium,
St.Albans Priory, Berk-
hamsted Bulbourne, Am-

well and Brookmans Park.

David commented, 0We
all recognised the envi-
ronmental importance of
this project not only for
the region, but the coun-
try as a whole. Rotary is
pleased to be playing a
part in this great heri-

tage.6

Amersham
Anthony Merrett

Hertford
Nina Villa

Stevenage
Paul Dixon

Harpenden Village
Chris Mitchell

Rotary Club of Amersham President Elect Chalmers
Cursley congratulates new Club member Anthony Merrett

A very warm welcome to the new members of District 1260

Harpenden Village President Lynn Blackwell pictured with

newly inducted Club member Chris Mitchell

Editors Note

The deadline for the May edition of the Governorfs

Newsletter is:
Friday 28th May 2010

Contributions please to:

editor@rotary1260.org.uk
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Inner Wheel Conference 2010, Bournemouth, by IPDG, Les Lee

Inner Wheel National Conference 2010, BIC Conference Centre, Bournemouth

| had the great pleasure
once again this year to at-
tend the Inner Wheel Con-
ference in Bournemouth as
an appetiser for the RIBI

Conference.

What an appetizer with
over 2600 delegates mostly
ladies that included a won-
derful support of 64 ladies
from our district lead by
District Chairman Rtn.
Jenny Versey plus me as
the male mascot. Hence |
am writing this article to
give a view from a Rotar-

lan.

It was great fun from start
to finish with so many la-
dies | got to know when
Jeannette was  District
Chairman and my short

time as DG.

The lady members,
wives and family mem-
bers of Rotarians who
did not attend just
donit know what they

are missing.

It was Fun and Friendship
all the way with a very
positive and interesting
business meeting and open

forum on membership.

Although | know from a
Rotary Magazine article we
have one member in 1260
who thinks Inner Wheel is
dead, he just does not
know how wrong and un-

enlightened he is.

From the reports given
they not only support our
clubs but also make a very
valuable contribution in
their own right. Perhaps if
ladies were free to join
Inner Wheel we may at-
tract their husbands / part-

ners into Rotary?

It was clear from their dis-
cussion on membership
that they have a greater
challenge than Rotary to
getting members as their
main source is from their
connection with  Rotary

and at present are only
able to recruit 4 honorary
members per club.

It was clear from those
ladies recruited as honor-
ary member who spoke at
the open forum that this
has to change and Inner
Wheel must have the free-
dom to attract active mem-
bers in the same way as
Rotary. Also that at the
Rotary COL in April Inner
Wheel is accepted as a

valuable partner to Rotary.

Back to the conference.
The inspirational speakers

were Helen Raynsford who
made history in Beijing. The
first woman in the sport of
rowing to win an Olympic
Gold Medal. Her training
schedule is unbelievable
and whilst she would like
to perform again in 2012
she now has a health prob-

lem due to that schedule.

The second speaker was Jo
Slater Britainis first female

fast jet pilot to serve on
active service flying a Tor-
nado GR1. Again she ex-
plained her training pro-
gram, which included the
humour of the protective
clothing she had to wear in
the difficulties she had on
very long flights that her
male counterparts didnit
have. | leave this part to

your imagination.

A third speaker with a
touch of humour, sex and
politics. Christine Hamilton
gave a presentation that
had the ladies getting most
of the punch lines before |

did.

On the social side on the
Tuesday the Joe Loss band
gave a performance that |
thought was to be a con-
cert. However it turned
out to be a dance with
most of the ladies swinging

the night away.

On the Wednesday there
was a Cockney Party Night
with Group Cockney Pride.
The theme was to dress a
Pearly Kings and Queens
and many took the oppor-
tunity to dress up. Again it
was a wonderful party at-
mosphere and | was made
very welcome by the ladies
from our district. | just
wondered what my physio-
therapist would have said if

she had seen me.

Seeing all these ladies en-
joying  themselves  and
dancing | could not imagine
a group of Rotarians enjoy-
ing themselves so much
dancing together? 1 cer-
tainly wanted to bottle the
atmosphere to take with

me to the RIBI Conference.

Thank you ladies.
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Stop Press.......

After a somewhat hectic
Rotary weekend | would
like to relate to you the
wonderful afternoon | had
at Parmiteris School, Wat-

ford.

This year for the first time
in RIBI, most of the zones
have organised Regional
Young Musician competi-
tions. We in District 1260
agreed to organise that
competition for RIBI Zone
3 (including Districts 1080,
1130, 1240 as well as

1260).

Brian Billinghurst together
with the local Rotary Clubs
put together the most
amazing event for us with
competitors from three of
the four Districts in Zone
3. London (District 1130)

did not attend this year.

We were entertained by
the most amazing young
people; four vocalists from
Wisbech, Upminster, Luton
and Hemel Hempstead and
four instrumentalists from
Wisbech, Upminster,
Brentwood and Harpen-
den. The Standard was
incredible. Absolutely en-

thralling.

| am delighted to announce
that Hannah Bennett from
Ashcroft High School Lu-
ton won the vocalist sec-
tion, she sang Apres un
reve (Gabriel Faure) and
Adelefs Laughing Song from
Die Fledermaus (music by
Johann Strauss). Hannah
was sponsoredby Luton
Someries Rotary Club who
were in attendance at the
event. Hannah will now go
forward to the RIBI Na-
tional Young Musician
Competition which is to be
held at Brentwood Cathe-
dral, Brentwood on Satur-

day 29" May 2010.

It would be great to have
some support, not only
from the sponsoring Club
who | know will be there,
but also from other Clubs
and members within our
District. Steve and | will be
attending with the GSE
team who will be over
from India and will be in

olt was so spine tinglingd

Hitchin that weekend.
The winning instrumentalist

was Carina Gascoine from
Brentwood School who
played the flute. She

Young Musician Zone 3 Final by Maggie Dyer

played Andante & Scherzo
( Louis Ganne). It was so
spine tingling! | am sure
that it will be truly special
to hear her in the Cathe-
dral in Brentwood on the

29" May.

This Competition was so
successful this year and it
would be wonderful to
extend it and make it an
even bigger and more suc-
cessful event next year. If
your Club does not take
part in Young Musician and
would like to please let me
know. The competition
could work very well with
clusters of Clubs working

together.

I would also like to extend
my thanks to Brian Bill-
inghurst and the team from
Watford for all their efforts
in making the event very
special and | would really
encourage you all to go
along to Brentwood Cathe-
dral on 29" May to support
our vocalist and enjoy an

evening of wonderful
music.

Amersham Rotarian John Fox
receiving his Senior Citizen

of the Yeari award from
Amersham Town Mayor ClIr

Martin Phillips

= g

Amersham Town Mayor
Clir Martin Phillips pre-
sented Rotarian John Fox
with his Senior Citizen of
the Year Certificate and
Trophy on Sunday 2nd
May at the Civic Awards
ceremony in Amersham
old town. John has been a
member of the Rotary
Club of Amersham since
1977; he has been involved
in running our Seniors
Citizenis Concert for
many years.

In Johnis acceptance
speech he outlined how
important working for the
community is when retire-
ment comes around, it
keeps your mind & body
active, whilst at the same
time helping others who

are less fortunate.

New Home For an Historic Lectern

A piece of Rotary history
changed hands when Rtn
Geoff Ackroyd presented
Harpenden Village Rotary
Club President Lynn Black-
well with a treasured Ro-

tary lectern.

The glass-fronted lectern
displays the regalia and
name bars of Harpenden
RCis first 50 presidents,
from the clubis charter in
1944 to its golden jubilee in

1994,

Specially designed by club
member Rotarian Geoff

Cannon the lectern was
presented to the club by its

German twin, Alzey RC.

Since the demise of Har-
penden Rotary Club in
2005 the lectern has been
in storage. Now it has a
new lease of life, in the
hands of the daughter club,

Harpenden Village.

Since 2005 Geoff Ackroyd
and Geoff Cannon have
been members of St Albans

Rotary Club.




